
Peer and Self Assessment in the 
Discussion-Based Classroom



Discussion
Do you currently use peer and self 
assessment in your courses and, if 

so, how?



The QEP: From Transmission to dialogue and discussion

https://www.exeter.edu/news/how-do-you-orient-new-exet
er-teachers-harkness-take-them-straight-table  

https://www.exeter.edu/news/how-do-you-orient-new-exeter-teachers-harkness-take-them-straight-table
https://www.exeter.edu/news/how-do-you-orient-new-exeter-teachers-harkness-take-them-straight-table


Harkness
Students initiate and lead discussions 
about assigned material, exchanging 
views and learning with and from one 
another, while faculty act primarily as 
facilitators to ensure balance and focus 
in discussions.

Flipped Learning
Students' first exposure to content - 
through readings, video, or some other 
medium - takes place before class, and 
class time is primarily dedicated to 
activities which promote active 
learning.

Problem-based learning
Students learn by working in groups to 
solve open-ended problems. They work 
to define problems, identify and search 
for necessary resources, generate and 
evaluate possible solutions, and finally 
present the most viable solution(s).

The QEP Methods: Need for Alternative Assessments Strategies



the QEP: Revisiting the Objectives

Source: Official QEP Document 

https://discussion.miami.edu/_assets/pdf/um-qep-2018.pdf


peer and self Assessment: The Benefits Strategies

● Develops lifelong skills in providing feedback to others (peer)

● Promotes accountability in group work (peer)

● Encourages students to be cooperative, responsible, and productive 
members of a group (peer)

● Promotes self reflection and regulation of learning (peer and self)

● Helps students to become autonomous, lifelong learners (peer and self)



Implementing peer and self Assessment: Setting the stage

Discuss 
rationale for 
peer/self 
assessment

Involve 
students in 
creation of 
criteria/rubric

Model 
feedback 
process

1 2 3



Setting the stage: Discuss Rationale

“Making connections with all teaching and learning elements will help 
learners see the relevance of the assignments and optimize the learning 
outcomes…Never assume that learners naturally make connections 
between the course’s goals and expectations with the assessments and 
activities.”

(McDaniel, 2021)



Setting the stage: Discuss Rationale

Explicitly link peer review with the course learning outcomes.

Example:  “Students will be able to effectively assess the 
strengths and weaknesses of peer papers/projects and make 
concrete suggestions for improvement.”



Setting the Stage: Involve students 

Co-construct 
these Criteria 
with students 



Setting the Stage: Involve students 

Co-construct 
these with 
students during 
the norming 
process

(Caldwell, 2016)



Setting the stage: Model feedback

Discuss the characteristics of constructive feedback 
(specific, respectful, non-judgmental, etc.)

Model the act of assessing and giving feedback by guiding 
students through the process of assessing some sample 
assignments of varying levels that illustrate common 
challenges



Implementing peer Assessment: activity ideas Strategies

Redistribute papers randomly along with a grading rubric. After 
students have evaluated the papers ask them to exchange with a 
neighbor, evaluate the new paper, and then compare notes.

After completing an exam, have students compare and discuss 
answers with a partner. You may offer them the opportunity to 
submit a new answer, dividing points between the two.

For group presentations, require the class to evaluate the group’s 
performance using a rubric.



Implementing peer Assessment: activity ideas Strategies

When working on group projects, 
have students evaluate each 
group member’s contribution to 
the project, possibly requiring 
students to provide rationale for 
how and why they awarded points.

(Amador et al., 2006)



implementing self assessment: activity ideas

Exam/assignment 
wrappers ask students to 
reflect on their 
performance on an exam 
or assignment, how they 
prepared, and what they 
might do differently going 
forward.

Eberly Center at Carnegie Mellon University



implementing self assessment: activity ideas
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wrappers ask students to 
reflect on their 
performance on an exam 
or assignment, how they 
prepared, and what they 
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implementing self assessment: activity ideas

Short daily/weekly 
end-of-class surveys



implementing self assessment: activity ideas

Discussion Audit Instructions

Please write down anything that occurs to you about your 
contributions to the discussions we’ve had in class this week and 
anything you may have learned from those discussions. You may 
record your thoughts in a free-flowing way. If you prefer more 
structure, you may consider the following questions:

● List the assumptions that you held about the topic of the 
discussions this week that were uncovered or clarified for 
you.

● What different perspectives on the topic were suggested for 
you by our discussions?

● etc.

(Brookfield & Preskill, 2005, pp. 277-278)



implementing Self Assessment: Activity ideas

Course Portfolio: Instructions for Evaluating Your Discussion 
Participation

Participating in class discussion is an important part of this course. 
However, what participation means and how it can be observed are 
open questions. In this course, both you and your instructor will judge 
your participation is discussion according to how seriously you try to 
live out the conditions of critical conversation. 

Below are listed fifteen purposes for discussion. Each week, I want 
you to write about the extent to which you think each of these 
purposes was accomplished. Give as many examples of your 
discussion behavior as you can. 

1. Becoming aware of diversity...
2. Appreciating ambiguity and complexity…
3. Hunting assumptions...

(Brookfield & Preskill, 2005, pp. 279-281)



implementing Peer and Self Assessment: Platforms

https://teammatesv4.appspot.com

https://teammatesv4.appspot.com/web/instructor/home


implementing Peer and Self Assessment: Platforms



Activity
Choose one peer/self assessment activity 
and discuss how you will need to adapt it 
for your context. Think about the following:

● How will you convey purpose to 
students?

● How will you involve and prepare them?
● How will it factor into their grades? 
● Where/how will it take place?



THANK YOU
Any questions?

Aaron Royer, aaronbroyer@miami.edu
discussion.miami.edu

mailto:aaronbroyer@miami.edu

